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Investigetion of on Accicent involving rareraft
Durirg a Cross-country Plcesure Flight

An aceident which occurred at the atlanta Airport, Atlanta, Georgico,
about 5 25 p.m. on OQctober 9, 19L%, resulted in scricus rnyuries to Filot
Feerar Zrman Moaer and minor injuries to his wessenger, Bobbie Lee Fullis.
Mricr held a oravete pilet certificate with a single-enginc land, 0-80 r.p.
ratinge. He rad flown pproxam-tely 215 solo hours, rbout 180 of which we-e
in the tvpe plane invelved. Mullis held ~ eorrcreinl pilot certificecve with
single-engime lrnd, 0-310 bop., "nd wmstrumcnc ratings, e had accumul .ted
cporoxim-tely 10C0 hours of solo flight time, The oireraft, o Luscombe 8,
¥C 22003, owmed oy Herman .orrin Malcr, Jr., was demolaghed,

Maier secured clearrncc for » erosc-country plecsure flight from atlanta
to Graifiin, Georgin, wnd, accompaaled by Mull:s, st-rtea his toke-off run at
5% 2% rem. 1nto o northwest wind ol 13 m.p.n. ZLfter traveling o daistance of
from 150 to 202 fect ~long the rummy, the cirplans left the ground in an
cxtremely steep clamb to on nltitude of sbeut 25 fect where 1% wos stalled
end fell off to the left. It struck the groond on the left w.rg, then cart=-
wheeled onte 1ts nosc and stopped 1n an ainvertced position.

The pilot stated thot after opening the throttle for take-off, he "shoved
the control stick all the woy forward but the toil would not lift." Bxam-
nation of the wrcek-ge revealed no inalection of failure ol any part of the
aireraft prior te impnet., There was no cngine failure. Dual controls were
mmstnlled and oper-tive. An neromautical inspecctor, who witnessed the
eeccident while seanted 1n on airplane some 200 feet from the point of impact,
stoted thet the Luscombe tock off ~t "n snglc of rpproximitely L5°, after o
run of about 200 fect, and vcs stalled at an <1ltitude of arcund 25 fect.

A study of Mnier's pilot history revenled that he flow 2t infrecuent
intervals and for short perieds of timc, Duc mainly to leok of coorcinction
he was required to take severnl flight tests for ¢ privrte pilot eertif_cote
before he wns finally approved.

This accident was apparcntly due to poor piloting teehnique which resulted
1n a stall on toke-off.
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